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Abstract

The Lee Jae-myung administration has commenced its term amid an
international environment marked by profound complexity and rapid
transformation. In an effort to respond effectively to an array of emerging
threats and challenges, the administration has articulated pragmatic
diplomacy as its principal foreign policy orientation, underscoring the
promotion and protection of the nation’s and its citizens’ interests. Against
this backdrop, the present study seeks to examine the Lee administration’s
conception and implementation of pragmatic diplomacy in order to better
comprehend and anticipate its core foreign and security policies and
initiatives.

To this end, the study first surveys both domestic and international
precedents in which pragmatism has functioned as a central tenet of foreign
policy formulation. It further analyzes the notion of pragmatic diplomacy
within a theoretical framework, elucidating its underlying logic and policy
implications. Building upon this foundation, the study evaluates key
diplomatic statements, official press releases, and policy documents to
discern how the Lee administration perceives the current configuration of
global affairs. By providing a comprehensive understanding of the
administration’s pragmatic diplomacy, the study concludes by discussing its
broader strategic implications and advancing policy recommendations for the

effective realization of pragmatic diplomacy.
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Figure A: Support for Active US Role in World Affairs

Do you think it will be best for the future of the country if we take an active part in world affairs or if we stay out of world
affairs? (%)
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Chicago Council Surveys » June 21-July 1, 2024 | n=2,106
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